
Paul Ziffren Sports Resource Center, 1988. 
Photo: LA84 Foundation

Eugene W. Britt House, 1910. 
Photo: Office of Historic Resources
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LA’s Olympic History
SAH/SCC Annual Members’ Celebration 
Saturday, November 5, 2011, 1-3PM

September/October

Join SAH/SCC as we explore a seminal part of Los Angeles history, the Olympics, at the
LA84 Foundation headquarters and library. The Foundation, whose mission is to serve
youth through sport and to increase knowledge of sport and its impact on people’s lives, is
headquartered in the Eugene W. Britt Residence (Alfred F. Rosenheim, FAIA, 1910). In
addition to experiencing the impressive three-story, red-brick Colonial Revival, attendees
will also view the Paul Ziffren Sports Resource Center (Heidi Hefferlin Architect, 1988)
which houses the largest sports research collection in North America. 

Highlights of the collection include ephemera associated with the 1932 and 1984 Olympic
Games of Los Angeles. This year’s SAH/SCC Members’ Celebration will address how the 1932
Games played an important role shaping the development of Los Angeles. 

The West Adams Britt mansion was originally built for the pioneer Southern California
attorney, who came to California from Missouri in 1887 and took up residency in Los Angeles in
1900. In 1910, he commissioned architect Rosenheim, a fellow Missourian, to design the elegant
residence for his family. Rosenheim—who also designed a home for Edward L. Doheny—was
noted for his 1904 Hellman Building, the 1908 A. Hamburger & Sons Department Store, and the
1907 Second Church of Christ Science, also in West Adams. Rosenheim’s architectural
legacy, however, was overshadowed by scandal in 1921 when he was removed as Secretary of the
Los Angeles Municipal Arts Commission for accepting a bribe from a jewelry store owner for
approval to erect an ornamental clock on the sidewalk. 

Heidi Hefferlin, AIA, the architect of the library addition, worked previously for
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill and Richard Meier & Partners Architects, and is now
partner in the Tennessee firm of Hefferlin + Kronenberg Architects. 

The annual SAH/SCC Members’ Celebration is free to all SAH/SCC members as
a “thank you” for your generous support over the past year. Each year, the event offers
members access to a rare architectural (and/or cultural) resource. This year, there is
something for everyone: period revival, contemporary architecture, and an opportunity
to learn more about how the Olympic Games have shaped our city.

In addition to the program, members will be treated to light refreshments and the
opportunity to engage Board Members and other members in our mutual love of Los Angeles.
We encourage you to bring friends who would enjoy a special afternoon of architecture, cultural
history, sport, and fun. Their entry fee can go toward full SAH/SCC membership that day.

Members’ Celebration: LA’s Olympic History: Saturday, November 5, 2011, 1-3PM; Free for
SAH/SCC Members in good standing; $20 for non-member guests (applicable toward new
membership on that day); reservations required; see order form on Page 5, call
800.972.4722, email info@sahscc.org, or go to www.sahscc.org.

Members’ Celebration 1

President’s Letter 2

Krisel Film & Lecture 3

Harvard Heights Postcard 4

SAH/SCC Publications for Sale 5
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SAH/SCC President’s Letter
Why Can’t We All Just Get Along?
While writing my Masters of Historic Preservation thesis this summer, I unwittingly became embroiled in what seems to be an ongoing linguistic
debate between architectural historians and preservationists: is modern a style?

The historians were quick to answer: no. The preservationists offered a less dictatorial, more welcoming position: kinda. Who among us
hasn’t traversed a residential street in Los Angeles and said “Oh, nice Modern-style house!” Hey, if it looks like a duck and quacks like a duck,
surely it is a duck. Heresy! Please report to the town square for flogging. 

Thoroughly confused, I turned to author, Neutra scholar, and former SAH/SCC Board
Member, Barbara Lamprecht, for guidance. Barbara quickly got to the heart of the matter
pointing out the difference between theory and pragmatic application. Lamprecht suggested
that Modernism is a philosophical construct: “…a range of questions proposed to oneself then
resolved through a series of problem-solving choices architecturally.” As for the pragmatic, “the
answers to these questions produced a range of building elements that collectively and loosely
create an umbrella for how modern architecture looks and feels.” 

Interesting. The “elements” are the visual language by which preservationists create the
character-defining features of a style. And boy how they’ve tried. Virginia and Lee McAlester
took a stab at it in their 1997 A Field Guide to American Houses and concluded that Modern was
a style (distinct from the International Style) and Ranch was a subset of Modern. So was
Minimal Traditional. Lord, have mercy. That is the sound of a generation of modern architects
turning over in their graves. More recently, for SurveyLA, the Office of Historic Preservation has
dealt with the matter by separating Mid-Century Modern from the International Style, from
Ranch, from Minimal Traditional. That certainly feels better.

I counter, however, that the crux of the matter lies in both what Barbara Lamprecht was
talking about and a shortcoming of preservation approaches to modern architecture.
Frequently, the byproduct of that range of questions is invisible: it is the spatial relationship and
that is not a thing at all. This gets to the latter part of Barbara’s explanation: it is how modern
architecture feels. And that isn’t always easily discernable when evaluating historic resources in
a windshield survey.

A May 7, 2011, Wall Street Journal article contended that Frank Lloyd Wright was not a
modern architect and Fallingwater was “not a work of modernism [sic].” OK, the man was not a
joiner and I doubt he would have adopted any “ism” other than “Wrightism,” but what about
the free plan? Isn’t that where it all started? Wright’s space certainly feels modern.

Here’s another dilemma: how do you describe architecture that uses post-and-beam
construction to create an open and free plan on the interior with multiple sources of
natural light and expansive view corridors to the outside, but then slaps shutters and
flower boxes on the exterior? 

Keep asking questions. I appeal to any of you who are interested in sharing your thoughts
on this topic. Write us at info@sahscc.org. 

Sian Winship

Welcome New SAH/SCC Board Member
SAH/SCC is pleased to welcome new
Executive Board Member Alice Gates Valania,
AIA, LEED AP. Alice came from Federal Way,
WA, to study architecture at USC and fell in
love with Los Angeles’ culture, people, and
diversity. Inspired to help preserve the built
landscape, Alice continued on at USC
completing the Master of Historic Preservation
program. As an Associate at Levin &
Associates Architects, in downtown Los
Angeles, she has worked on notable historic
projects, such as The John Anson Ford Theatre
Master Plan, Southwest Museum, and Wilshire
Boulevard Temple. Particularly interested in
human interaction and sacred spaces, Alice
holds a dual Masters of Theological Studies
and Entrepreneurial Leadership from Golden
Gate Seminary. Alice and her husband Michael
live in Highland Park, where Alice serves as a
City of Los Angeles HPOZ Board Member.

Tour and Event Information: 
1.800.972.4722; 
info@sahscc.org

SAH/SCC NEWS is published bi-monthly by the

Society of Architectural Historians / Southern

California Chapter. Subscription is a benefit of

membership.

Editor: Julie D. Taylor, Hon. AIA/LA

Internet Editor: Brent Eckerman
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SAH/SCC Executive Board

Sian Winship (President)

John Ellis (Vice President)

Rina Rubenstein (Membership)

John Berley (Treasurer)

Brent Eckerman (Internet)

Jean Clare Baaden

Laura Friedman

Merry Ovnick

Mark Piaia

Jay Platt

Alice Gates Valania

Adam Wheeler

Dennis Whelan

SAH/SCC Advisory Board

Ted Bosley

Ken Breisch

Stephen Harby

Elizabeth McMillian

Rochelle Mills

Claire Rogger

Richard C. Rowe

Nancy Smith

Ted Wells

Robert Winter

Questions: Call 800.9SAHSCC.
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SAH/SCC Members
Life Members
GRANT BARNES
KYLE C. BARNES
KATHLEEN BIXLER
JOHN BLANTON
MARY DUTTON BOEHM
MARIE BOTNICK
BILL BOWLING
RUTH BOWMAN
KEN BREISCH & JUDY KELLER
CHARLOTTE ROSE BRYANT
BONNIE BURTON
PAMELA BURTON
DENIS CAGNA & CARLOS MEDINA
JOHN & RHONDA CANO
WENDY CARSON
EDWARD CELLA
ROBERT JAY CHATTEL, AIA
NEIL CLEMMONS & LAURITA GUAICO HARRISON
TRACY CONRAD
ELIZABETH COURTIER
BILL DAMASCHKE & JOHN McILWEE
PATRICK TIMOTHY DAY 
CROSBY DE CARTERET DOE & LINDA SOLLIMA DOE
HEINZ E. ELLERSIECK
J. RICHARD FARE, AIA, CCS, CSI
CAROL FENELON
DONALD R. FERGUSON
RON FIELDS
GILBERT & SUKEY GARCETTI
DR. & MRS. KENNETH GEIGER
ROBERT GELINAS
MICHAEL J. GIBSON
LAMBERT GIESSINGER
GORDON & JOY GILLIAM
LISA GIMMY & CLAUS BEST
RAYMOND GIRVIGIAN, FAIA
PROF. PAUL GLEYE
GWYNNE GLOEGE
GEORGE GORSE
ANDY & LISA HACKMAN
BRUCE & BETH HALLETT
STEPHEN HARBY
ELIZABETH HARRIS
EUGENE & SHIRLEY HOGGATT
JAMES & ANNELIESE HORECKA
ALISON R. JEFFERSON
WILLIAM H. JOHNSTON
PAULA JONES
JONATHAN S. JUSTMAN
REBECCA KAHN
DIANE KANE
STEPHEN A. KANTER, MD
VIRGINIA ERNST KAZOR
MARILYN KELLOGG
LAMAR KERLEY
THEODORA KINDER
SALLY KUBLY
CHARLES A. LAGRECO
RUTHANN LEHRER
PAMELA LEVY
RICHARD LEVY, AIA, APA, & PATRICIA LEVY
MARTIE LIEBERMAN
ROBERT LOWER
JOYCE P. LUDMER
RANDELL L. MAKINSON
VITUS MATARÉ & ASSOCIATES
CHRISTY JOHNSON McAVOY
ELIZABETH L. McCAFFREY
MARLENE McCOY
JUDITH McKEE
ELIZABETH McMILLIAN
IRIS MINK
LE ROY MISURACA
SUSAN W. MONTEITH
DOUGLAS M. MORELAND
SARA G. MULLER CHERNOFF
DANIEL T. MUÑOZ
RONALD NESTOR, AIA
MARK NICHOLS
PETER A. NIMMER
JOHN M. NISLEY
PETER NORTON
REGINA O’BRIEN
THOMAS O’CONNOR
KEVIN ORECK
POLLY OSBORNE, AIA
ANNE OTTERSON
FRANCIS PACKER
HELEN PALMER
GEORGE PENNER
AUDREE PENTON
RON RADZINER
TOM & PEGGY REAVEY
JOHN AUGUST REED

continues

William Krisel, Architect
SAH/SCC Film & Talk 
Saturday, September 17, 2011, 1PM

Join SAH/SCC for a special screening of
the acclaimed documentary “William
Krisel, Architect,” with guest appearance
by the subject himself at the Santa
Monica Public Library (Moore Ruble
Yudell, 2006). Following the screening,
architect William Krisel, AIA, will be on
hand to discuss his career and to field
questions from the audience.

Throughout his 60-year career,
Krisel is best known for his residential
developments in Palm Springs with the
Alexander Construction Company.
Bringing modernism to the masses, he
has designed more than 40,000
individual housing units across the U.S.
The documentary—directed by Jake
Gorst and produced by Design
Onscreen, a Denver-based nonprofit
dedicated to producing, preserving, and
promoting high-quality films on
architecture and design—explores his

Krisel-designed Alexander home in Twin Palms.
Photo: John Ellis

William Krisel in the 1970s. 

Krisel’s 1969 Sandpiper development in Palm Springs.
Image: courtesy Design Onscreen

life and work. “I’m a firm believer that good modern design can make your life happier,
more productive, and more enjoyable,” says Krisel, a great champion for the
architect’s significance in society. 

The talented and charismatic Krisel is also responsible for many significant
modern non-residential buildings throughout Southern California. Come learn about
them from the architect—in his own words. This event is free. Seating will be made
available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

William Krisel, Architect: Saturday, September 17, 2011; 1PM; Martin Luther King, Jr. Auditorium,
Santa Monica Public Library, Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd.; free; 310.458.8600.
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STEVE & SARI RODEN
CLAIRE ROGGER
ARTHUR & GLORIA ROSENSTEIN
ROB ROTHBLATT
RICHARD CAYIA ROWE
JEFFREY B. SAMUDIO
TRUDI SANDMEIER
STEVEN SAUTE
LAWRENCE SCARPA
ELEANOR SCHAPA
ANN SCHEID
JAMES M. SCHWENTKER III
PATRICIA SIMPSON
CECILIA SINGER
MARK SLOTKIN
CORBIN SMITH
GIBBS M. SMITH
NANCY & KYLE SMITH
JANANN STRAND
CAROLYN STRAUSS
LYNN MARIE SULLIVAN
VERN SWANSEN
MARIE TARTAR & STEVE EILENBERG
REGINALD THATCHER
RAUN THORP
M. BRIAN TICHENOR, AIA
A. TISCHLER
SARAH FLYNN TUDOR
MAGGIE VALENTINE
DANIEL VISNICH
WOLFGANG WAGENER & LESLIE ERGANIAN
ROBERT D. WALLACE
QUINCY WARGO
JOHN & LORI WARNKE
DR. PATRICIA A. WARREN
ERIC & KAREN WARREN
RON WATSON
DAVID R. WEAVER
JOHN H. WELBORNE, Hon. AIA/LA
TED W. WELLS
VOLKER M. WELTER
DR. ROBERT WINTER
TERI SUE WOLF
MR. & MRS. DAVID YAMADA
BOB YOUNG
JOYCE ZAITLIN
DAWN SOPHIA ZIEMER
STEVEN ZIMBELMAN
ANNE ZIMMERMAN & MARK PIAIA

Patron Members:
DON BENSEN
HARRIET BORSON
CHRISTOPHE BURUSCO
STEVE & MARIAN DODGE
PAUL DOLANSKY
MICHAEL & CAROLE DOUGHERTY
ENID & GARY FREUND
FRANK GARGANI
STEVE GLENN
HERB & ELLEN GROELINGER
DIANA HAWES & JAMES KIRBY
DWAYNE HOWARD
WILLIAM & CORINNE KRISEL
LARRY LAYNE
ALVIN Y. LEE
CAROL LEMLEIN & ERIC NATWIG
RAQUEL LEWITT
ARTHUR LIU
CATHERINE MEYLER
ROXANNE MODJALLAL
MICHAEL R. SOMIN, AIA
DANIEL SULLIVAN, AIA, & ALBERT GENTLE
JOHN C. TERELL
DELL UPTON
PETER VAN DER KAR & LLOYD MALANI

New Patron Members:
Frank Gargani
William & Corinne Krisel
Larry Layne

New Members:
Brian Baker
Patricia Carroll
Roberta Jorgensen
Carolyn Perry
Jim Robinson
Gina Yang

Life Members, continuedPostcard From Harvard Heights
The Dennison House in Harvard Heights opened to SAH/SCC on July 30th for a fantastic
afternoon of exploring and learning. The house introduction came from realtor, local resident, and
historic home expert David Raposa, who relayed the story of the house of an orchardist who
hired Heineman & Heineman in 1913 to design the two-story craftsman bungalow for his family.
While occupied by only two families until 1950, the house then experienced 50 years as a group
living center, which wore on the architecture and original features. A restoration of the interior has
since brought the house back to its original beauty, which gave SAH/SCC the perfect opportunity
to tour the house between owners. 

After the tour of the two levels as well as the yard, attendees enjoyed lunch catered by
Canter’s Deli and a talk from long-time SAH/SCC Executive Board Member Merry Ovnick, an
expert in Los Angeles residential architecture and author of Los Angeles: The End of the Rainbow
(Princeton Architectural Press, 1999). She spoke on the history of the families who lived in the
house and on the curving street at the end of the Washington streetcar line. The house gave way
to many interesting conversations among those touring, from discovering the technology of the
era to the craftsman architectural ingenuity of Heineman & Heineman—central vacuum system,
empty wall openings where radiant heating once was, curved walls, and a sleeping porch. And,
with the pressing heat outside upon arrival, the interior of the home, both upstairs and
downstairs, remained comfortable and cool. We had a wonderful mix of attendees, and
welcomed new members!
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Icon and Anonymity
Saturday, May 19, 2012
University of California at Santa Barbara

“Icon and Anonymity”—a daylong conference on Californian architectural history—is
looking for participants to engage in collegial round-table discussions, hosted by UC Santa
Barbara’s Department of the History of Art & Architecture and the Art, Design, and
Architecture Museum (ADAM). Participants will partake in a tour of the ADAM exhibition
“Carefree California: Cliff May and the Romance of the Ranch House,” and lunch-time
discussion groups, as well as in a public roundtable talk and open discussion. 

“This first-ever exhibition dedicated to the oeuvre of Californian architect Cliff May draws
from the archive housed at UCSB and offers a perfect opportunity to think more generally about
the teaching of Californian architectural history,” notes UCSB Professor Volker M. Welter. “We’ll
be debating if there is a specifically Californian history of architecture.”

Prospective participants will be hosted, and are asked to submit a brief statement
(no more than one page) of their interest in Californian architectural history and a
short CV (maximum one page) by October 31, 2011. Applications to participate in the
exhibition tour and lunch-time discussion may come from scholars, professionals, and
graduate students teaching, researching, and engaging with architectural history in
universities, city colleges, preservation foundations, public history and environmental
groups, real estate, museums, architecture firms, and other organizations and
initiatives concerned with Californian architecture. 

For submission and questions, please contact Prof. Volker M. Welter, Department
of the History of Art & Architecture, UCSB (welter@arthistory.ucsb.edu), and Prof.
Simon Sadler, Design Program, UC Davis (sjsadler@ucdavis.edu), with the subject
heading “Icon and Anonymity: Call for Participants.”
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______ at $5 each
Masters of Modernism: 8-Page, two-
color brochure featuring works of
Richard Neutra and Frank Lloyd
Wright in Bakersfield. 

______ at $3 each
Paul Tay, Architect: 4"x 8" color
brochure featuring five modern ranch-
style homes in Long Beach

______ at $3 each
Architecture: Inside and Outside:
5"x5" folded color brochure featuring
Santa Barbara's Lotusland, Casa del
Herrero, and Val Verde

______ at $12 each
Out of the Shadow: 24-page, two-color
brochure from Phoenix travel tour
featuring the work of Frank Lloyd Wright,
Al Beadle, Blaine Drake, Paolo Soleri,
Edward B. Sawyer, Bennie Gonzales, 
and Will Bruder

______ at $3 each
A Block in Glendale: pocket-size fandeck
of cards featuring five diverse properties—
including a Paul Williams residence—plus
historical background information on the
Brockmont Heights subdivision

check enclosed (Make checks payable to SAH/SCC)         charge my credit card:         VISA         MC

Street 

City 

State Zip 

Daytime phone Evening phone

Send to: SAH/SCC, P.O. Box 56478, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413

Card Number Expiration Date

Signature 

Name

E-mail Address* ( PLEASE PRINT)

  SAH/SCC PUBLICATIONS

______ at $8 each
Rodney Walker 3 30 90: 12-page brochure
featuring nine homes on five sites, as well as
the architect’s use of the three-foot module

______ at $8 each
Space and Learning: eight-page, four-color
brochure on the historical and contemporary
legacy of LA school architecture, featuring
projects by Richard Neutra, Thom Mayne, 
Rios Clementi Hale Studios, and others

______ at $5 each
Rodney Walker: The Ojai Years: tri-fold, 
black-and-white brochure featuring Walker’s
important residences in Ojai, with pictures
and article by historian David Mason

______ at $2 each
Kesling Homes: bi-fold, two-color brochure
from the “Kesling Modern Structures” tour

______ at $2 each
Union Station and MTA Transit Center:
bi-fold map for a self-guided walking tour
including historical facts and photos

______ at $10 each
Modernism for the Masses: tri-fold
brochure with inserts of detailed floor
plans of Eichler homes visited on the
Orange County tour

______ at $10 each
The Historic and Modern Spirit of Ventura:
20-page guide from Ventura tour

______ at $10 each
Reconsidering Lloyd Wright: 21-page,
four-color booklet from “Reconsidering
Lloyd Wright” house tour

______ at $5 each
David Gebhard Review: essays on the
Works Project Administration by Robert
W. Winter, Orville O. Clarke, Jr., and
Mitzi March Mogul

On Parallel Lines: The Sarasota Modern
Movement 1948-1966: 26-page
brochure featuring Sarasota School
architects. ______ at $7 each

SUB-TOTAL TOTAL
($1 postage fee will be added to all orders)

*SAH/SCC PRIVACY POLICY: SAH/SCC never sells, rents, or shares your
mailing or email address. Electronic communications enable us to operate
economically and efficiently. 
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Card Number Expiration Date

Signature 

Name

E-mail Address* ( PLEASE PRINT)

Street 

City 

State Zip 

Daytime phone Evening phone

Send to: SAH/SCC, P.O. Box 56478, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413
All event ticket sales are final. We are sorry, refunds cannot be accommodated.
*SAH/SCC PRIVACY POLICY: The SAH/SCC never sells, rents, or shares
your mailing or email address. Electronic communications enable us to
operate economically and efficiently. 

SAH/ORDER FORM
JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
SAH/SCC is a 501c 3 nonprofit organization dedicated to providing its
members with opportunities to learn about and experience the rich
architectural heritage of Southern California and beyond. Our volunteer board
members create tours, lectures, travel tours, and other events that explore the
ideas behind the architecture as well as the buildings that result from them.
From modern to craftsman, from Spanish Colonial to contemporary,
our programs are the best-kept secrets in Southern California!

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:
• Advance notice of all SAH/SCC events—important 

because they usually sell out just to members
• 20-30% discounts on tour and event ticket prices
• Bi-monthly E-news with printable newsletter
• FREE tickets to our annual Members’ Celebration event
• Special Members-Only E-Alerts about upcoming events
• A tax deduction for your membership dues
• The knowledge that you are supporting our mission to increase

public awareness of Southern California’s architectural heritage

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS THAT FIT YOUR NEEDS!
Fill out the order form below or join online at www.sahscc.org.

$45 Individual – All the membership benefits above for a single individual.

$65 Dual – All the membership benefits for two names at the same address.

$125 Patron – All the membership benefits above, plus priority
reservation at our popular and exclusive “Patrons Only” programs,
such as “Modern Patrons” and “Contemporary Patrons.” Includes two
names at the same address.

$650 Life – A one-time donation that ensures your membership in perpetuity
without the expense and inconvenience of annual renewal. Also includes
priority reservation at our popular and exclusive “Patrons Only” programs.

$500 Corporate Sponsorship – Annual donation receives
Sponsorship listing in the SAH/SCC Website and on SAH/SCC event
publications and hyperlink from our Website to yours.

$30 Student (requires scan of valid Student ID) – All the benefits of
Individual membership at a 30% discount.

SAH/SCC MEMBERSHIP 

_____ Individual membership at $45 each = $_________

_____ Dual membership at $65 each 

(two names at same address) = $_________

_____ Patron membership at $125 each 

(two names at same address) = $_________

_____ Life membership at $650 each = $_________

_____ Corporate membership at $500 each = $_________

_____ Student membership at $30 each = $_________

Total Membership = $_________

SAH/SCC EVENT TICKETS

Members’ Celebration–November 5, 2011 

_____ SAH/SCC member reservations

_____ Non-member ticket(s) at $20 = $_________

check enclosed (Make checks payable to SAH/SCC) 

charge my credit card:    VISA     MC

Architectural historian seeks information on the
Tremaine houses in the Santa Barbara/Montecito
area, especially, first, the Warren Tremaine House
(1970s), adjacent to the Neutra-designed
Tremaine House (Moore Avenue) from the 1940s,
and, second, the Kitty Tremaine House (late
1970s) in Coyote Road and its architect Paul
Soderburg. If you know the whereabouts of the
later, please forward this notice; if you have any
recollection, photographs, or information about
any Tremaine house, please contact Prof. Volker
M. Welter at welter@arthistory.ucsb.edu or
volkermwelter@gmail.com.


